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Art Unit: 3637 

Because of newly found prior art/after further review of the cited art, the 
finality of the last Office action has been withdrawn. Delay in the finding of these 
references is regretted. The new art rejections are as follows: 

Drawings 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the fixed element with 
both the extensions and the projection (which is not shown with any embodiment of 
fixed element; see page 5 starting line 20) must be shown or the feature(s) canceled 
from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121 (d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
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the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a, quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Cramer 
(5,906,078). Cramer teaches a table cloth attachment system (Fig. 1 ; "cloth (20)") 
comprising: a fixed element (22) having a rectangular hollow space, projections (a; see 
Attachment B) and extensions (40) extending from the shaped back portion of the 
element and a mobile flat rectangular element (30) with notches (b; Attachment B) 
insertable into the inner space of the fixed element. Note: the table, screw and cloth are 
not positively being claimed, the system having only to be capable of receiving a cloth (it 
is as shown by flexible sheet 20) and capable of being placed on a table edge (it is 
because of its flat rear surface). Finally, the elements would inherently have 
proportional sizes relative to the window, a table inside the house, etc. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 15 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over by Lucous (4,41 0,027) in view of Weiss (3,229,029). Lucous teaches a flexible 

member attachment system (Fig. 2) comprising: a fixed element (15) having a 

rectangular shape (see Attachment A) with a hollow space, a "screw" hole (17) and 

projections (when viewing the top of the frame: the upper 25 and lower 32; the upper 

projection being longer than the lower one) and a mobile flat rectangular element (40; 

the inside end portion having a rectangular shape; see Attachment A) insertable into the 

inner space of the fixed element and being held in place by the projections extending 

into rounded notches on the mobile flat element. Note: the table, screw and cloth are 

not positively being claimed, the system having only to be capable of receiving a cloth (it 

is as shown by flexible sheet 12), having an opening capable of receiving a screw 

(opening receiving fastener capable of doing this) and capable of being placed on a 

table edge (it is because of its flat rear surface). Also, the feature description for the 

mobile element is open ended ("comprising"); therefore, additional members (outer 

members 41 ,43, etc. of 40) can also be part of the structure. Finally, the elements would 

inherently have proportional sizes relative to the window, a table inside the house, etc. 

For claim 15, Lucous fails to teach inner bulges on opposing sides of the hole of the 

fixed element. Weiss teaches the use of inner bulges (42) on the sides of a hole to help 

shield the fastener from other members. It would have been obvious to one having 

ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the system of Lucous by 
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adding bulges around the hole of the fixed element, for the advantage stated above and 
for the additional advantage of protecting the flexible member inserted between the 
fixed and mobile elements. 

For claim 18, Lucous in view of Weiss fails to teach that the attachment means is 
an adhesive or biadhesive. The examiner takes Official notice that adhesives and bi- 
adhesives are well known in the art. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the fixed element/another 
element attachment by adding this type of adhesive connection there between, to 
provide additional attachment and better securement between the elements. 

Claim 25 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over by 
Lucous in view of Weiss and further in view of Bozzo (5,205,337). As stated above, 
Lucous in view of Weiss teaches the limitations of claim 15, including a system with a 
fixed and mobile element. For claim 25, Lucous in view of Weiss fails to teach fixing 
elements on the mobile element. Bozzo teaches applying hooks and loops on a strip 
(20) to a structure so as to be able to attach a decorative cover (24) with mating hooks 
and loops (22) over the structure. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the system of Lucous jn view of 
Weiss by adding hooks and loops onto the outside of the mobile element, such as the 
strip taught by Bozzo, so that a decorative cover could be applied over the system for 
aesthetic reasons. 

Claims 17 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over by Lucous in view of Bozzo. Lucous teaches a flexible member attachment system 
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(Fig. 2) comprising: a fixed element (15) having a rectangular shape (see Attachment A) 
with a hollow space, a "screw" hole (17) and projections (when viewing the top of the 
frame: the upper 25 and lower 32; the upper projection being longer than the lower one) 
and a mobile flat rectangular element (40; the inside end portion having a rectangular 
shape; see Attachment A) insertable into the inner space of the fixed element and being 
held in place by the projections extending into rounded notches on the mobile flat 
element. For claim 24, Lucous fails to teach fixing elements on the mobile element. 
Bozzo teaches applying hooks and loops on a strip (20) to a structure so as to be able 
to attach a decorative cover (24) with mating hooks and loops (22) over the structure. It 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the system of Lucous by adding hooks and loops onto the outside of 
the mobile element, such as the strip taught by Bozzo, so that a decorative cover could 
be applied over the system for aesthetic reasons. 

Claim 24 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over by 
Cramer in view of Bozzo. Cramer teaches a table cloth attachment system (Fig. 1 ; "cloth 
(20)") comprising: a fixed element (22) having a rectangular hollow space, projections 
(a; see Attachment B) and extensions (40) extending from the shaped back portion of 
the element and a mobile flat rectangular element (30) with notches (b; attachment B) 
insertable into the inner space of the fixed element. Note: limitations found in intended 
use/"for" statements have been given no weight in the claims. For claim 24, Cramer 
fails to teach fixing elements on the mobile element. Bozzo teaches applying hooks and 
loops on a strip (20) to a structure so as to be able to attach a decorative cover (24) with 
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mating hooks and loops (22) over the structure. It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the system of 
Cramer by adding hooks and loops onto the outside of the mobile element, such as the 
strip taught by Bozzo, so that a decorative cover could be applied over the system for 
aesthetic reasons. 

Claims 15 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over by Cramer in view of Weiss. Cramer teaches a table cloth attachment system (Fig. 
4; "cloth (20)") comprising: a fixed element (222) having a rectangular hollow space, 
projections (a; see Attachment C) and a screw hole (with screw 240) extending from the 
shaped back portion of the element and a mobile flat rectangular element (230) with 
notches (b; Attachment C) insertable into the inner space of the fixed element. For claim 
1 5, Cramer fails to teach inner bulges on opposing sides of the hole of the fixed 
element. Weiss teaches the use of inner bulges (42) on the sides of a hole to help 
shield the fastener from other members. It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the system of Cramer by 
adding bulges around the hole of the fixed element, for the advantage stated above and 
for the additional advantage of protecting the flexible member inserted between the 
fixed and mobile elements. 

For claim 18, Cramer in view of Weiss fails to teach that the attachment means is 
an adhesive or biadhesive. The examiner takes Official notice that adhesives and bi- 
adhesives are well known in the art. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the fixed element/another 
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element attachment by adding this type of adhesive connection there between, to 
provide additional attachment and better securement between the elements. 

Claim 25 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over by 
Cramer in view of Weiss and further in view of Bozzo. As stated above, Cramer in view 
of Weiss teaches the limitations of claim 1 5, including a system with a fixed and mobile 
element. For claim 25, Cramer in view of Weiss fails to teach fixing elements on the 
mobile element. Bozzo teaches applying hooks and loops on a strip (20) to a structure 
so as to be able to attach a decorative cover (24) with mating hooks and loops (22) over 
the structure. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify the system of Cramer in view of Weiss by adding hooks 
and loops onto the outside of the mobile element, such as the strip taught by Bozzo, so 
that a decorative cover could be applied over the system for aesthetic reasons. 

Claims 17 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over by Cramer in view of Bozzo. Cramer teaches a table cloth attachment system (Fig. 
4; "cloth (20)") comprising: a fixed element (222) having a rectangular hollow space, 
projections (a; see Attachment C) and a screw hole (with screw 240) extending from the 
shaped back portion of the element and a mobile flat rectangular element (230) with 
notches (b; Attachment C) insertable into the inner space of the fixed element. For claim 
24, Cramer fails to teach fixing elements on the mobile element. Bozzo teaches 
applying hooks and loops on a strip (20) to a structure so as to be able to attach a 
decorative cover (24) with mating hooks and loops (22) over the structure. It would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
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modify the system of Cramer by adding hooks and loops onto the outside of the mobile 
element, such as the strip taught by Bozzo, so that a decorative cover could be applied 
over the system for aesthetic reasons. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 16 is allowed. 

Claims 20-23 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Janet M. Wilkens whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6869. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lanna Mai can be reached on (571) 272-6867. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Wilkens 
March 26, 2007 

JANET M. WILKENS 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



U.S. Patent octi8,i983 sheet i of 2 4,410;027 



FIG-1 12 



FIG-2 




BEST AVAILABLE COPY 




AVAIUBLH COPy 



U.S. Patent 



May 25, 1999 



Sheet 2 of 2 



5,906,078 



20 » //^'f ,28 » n » 9 138 




FIG- 3 



218 



FIG-4 




